=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Apr 1995 09:24:15 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Doug Brent <dabrent@ACS.UCALGARY.CA>
Subject:      Re: Summer Rates of Pay
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
In-Reply-To:  <9503311312.AA32528@ds1.acs.ucalgary.ca>; from "Chet" at Mar 31,
              95 2:26 am
 
If you have logged those 100+ messages in a format that would make it
easy to forward them as a block, could you send them to me?  At the time
it didn't occur to me to save them, but they might be a useful
negotiating tool here too.
 
If they aren't conveniently packaged, don't bother the try to round them
up and cobble them together.  I think I got the general idea by watching
the discussion on the list.
 
Thanks
 
* * * * * *
 Doug Brent
 Director, Undergraduate Programme in Communications Studies
 
 Internet: dabrent@acs.ucalgary.ca
 Smail:    Faculty of General Studies
           2500 University Drive
           University of Calgary
           Calgary, Alberta, Canada
           T2N 1N4
 Voice:    (403) 220-5458
 Fax:      (403) 282-6716
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Apr 1995 09:02:22 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      ReWPA CCCC Workshop
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
In-Reply-To:  <199504010956.AA18990@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Patricia A Sullivan"
              at Mar 31, 95 09:44:06 pm
 
Pat, WPA has offered just such a workshop in the past, with considerable
success; the time has come around for another.  I'll duck out of the exec
comm meeting to do a chunk on assessment, if you'd like.  Also note the
new book for new WPAs that even HarperCollins salespeople seem not to know
they have published, Robert McDonald and Christina Russell, Teaching
Composition in the 90s: Sites of Contention, 1994.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Apr 1995 15:03:42 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Summer Rates of Pay
X-To:         Doug Brent <dabrent@ACS.UCALGARY.CA>
X-cc:         Multiple recipients of list WPA-L
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <9504011623.AA08216@DGS.dgsys.com>
 
On Sat, 1 Apr 1995, Doug Brent wrote:
 
If you have logged those 100+ messages in a format that would make it easy
to forward them as a block, could you send them to me?  At the time it
didn't occur to me to save them, but they might be a useful negotiating
tool here too.  If they aren't conveniently packaged, don't bother the try
to round them up and cobble them together.  I think I got the general idea
by watching the discussion on the list.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Doug,
      I thoughtlessly printed them from the screen using the ^Y command
within PINE.  I then passed them on to Jack Suruda who heads our
negotiating committee.  Having printed all 197 messages, I didn't think to
archive them in a more meaningful way for others to enjoy.  I'll do better
next time.
                                        Chet Pryor
                                        Montgomery College (Maryland)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Apr 1995 15:32:15 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Changes to the English language (fwd)
X-To:         Writing Program Administration
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>,
              WRITING LANGUAGE RHETORIC
              <PURTOPOI%PURCCVM.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>,
              MEGABYTE UNIVERSITY <MBU-L@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu>,
              Free Writing List <FREEWRIT@UALR.EDU>
X-cc:         STLHE-L@UNB.CA
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
        Some of you might have seen this 'forward' on other lists, but it
is a bit of fun for a Saturday.
                                                 -- Chet Pryor  --
---------------------------- Forwarded message----------------------------
                     Date: Sat, 1 Apr 1995 14:44:00 EST
                  From: wp32 <William_PEIRCE@UMAIL.UMD.EDU>
 
   Having chosen English as the preferred language in the EEC, the European
   Parliament has commissioned a feasibility study in ways of improving
   efficiency in communications between Government departments.
   European officials have often pointed out that English spelling is
   unnecessarily difficult - for example, cough, plough, rough, through and
   thorough. What is clearly needed is a phased programme of changes to
   iron out these anomalies. The programme would, of course, be
   administered by a committee staff at top level by participating nations.
 
   In the first year, for example, the committee would suggest using 's'
   instead of the soft 'c'. Sertainly, sivil servants in all sities would
   resieve this news with joy. Then the hard 'c' could be replaced by 'k'
   sinse both letters are pronounsed alike. Not only would this klear up
   konfusion in the minds of klerikal workers, but typewriters kould be
   made with one less letter.
 
   There would be growing enthusiasm when in the sekond year, it kould be
   announsed that the troublesome 'ph' would henseforth be written 'f'.
   This would make words like 'fotograf' twenty per sent shorter in print.
 
   In the third year, publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted
   to reash the stage where more komplikated shanges are possible.
   Governments would enkourage the removal of double letters which have
   always been a deterent to akurate speling.
 
   We would al agre that the horible mes of silent 'e's in the languag is
   disgrasful. Therefor we kould drop thes and kontinu to read and writ as
   though nothing had hapend. By this tim it would be four years sins the
   skem began and peopl would be reseptive to steps sutsh as replasing 'th'
   by 'z'. Perhaps zen ze funktion of 'w' kould be taken on by 'v', vitsh
   is, after al, half a 'w'. Shortly after zis, ze unesesary 'o kould be
   dropd from words kontaining 'ou'. Similar arguments vud of kors be aplid
   to ozer kombinations of leters.
 
   Kontinuing zis proses yer after yer, ve vud eventuli hav a reli sensibl
   riten styl. After tventi yers zer vud be no mor trubls, difikultis and
   evrivun vud find it ezi tu understand ech ozer. Ze drems of ze Guvermnt
   vud finali hav kum tru.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Apr 1995 21:06:07 +0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Beverly Wall <Beverly.Wall@MAIL.TRINCOLL.EDU>
Subject:      Our New Web Site
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
 
Apologies for multiple postings:
 
Please take a look at our new web site and tell me what you think!  You
might want particularly to check out The Trincoll Journal (under Student
Publications Online).  It's a multimedia magazine created by some of our
students, who are several steps ahead of faculty in electronic expertise.
The Journal is now being accessed about 9,000 to 10,000 times a week.
 
Here's the address:
 
The Allan K. Smith Writing Center
http://www.trincoll.edu/writcent/aksmith.html
 
_____________________________
Beverly Wall
Trinity College, Hartford, CT
Beverly.Wall@mail.trincoll.edu
www.trincoll.edu/writcent/aksmith.html
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 1 Apr 1995 23:33:45 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Frank Sullivan <SULLIVAN@TEMPLEVM.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Summer Rates of Pay
In-Reply-To:  Message of Wed, 29 Mar 1995 07:44:54 -0500 from
              <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
 
At Temple, summer pay is calculated similarlrly to your current system- a % of
base pay.
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 3 Apr 1995 01:48:52 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Eric Crump <wleric@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      CCCC95 Online: 03April Update
X-To:         cwc94-l@mizzou1.missouri.edu,
              Megabyte University <mbu-l@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu>,
              Writing Centers list <wcenter@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu>,
              Writing AcrosstheCurriculum <wac-l@vmd.cso.uiuc.edu>,
              Chat about Rhetoric <rhetchat@miamiu.acs.muohio.edu>,
              CyberTutors' List <writing@showme.missouri.edu>,
              Rhetoric and Professional Writing <purtopoi@vm.cc.purdue.edu>,
              History of Rhetoric <h-rhetor@uicvm.bitnet>
 
[Profuse apologies to those who see this over and over and over and ...]
 
* * * * * * * * *
CCCC95 0nline --*-->
* * * * * * * * *
 
--> MOO session postponed
--> New MOO session in the works
--> Highlights
--> Session texts
 
-----------------------------
       AEE MOOsession
-----------------------------
 
The meeting scheduled for Monday, April 3, to talk about a new
project/organization, Alternative Educational Environments, has been
postponed. Looks like we'll have it April 10 instead, but we'll make an
announcement as soon as that's firm.
 
In the meantime, co-founder of AEE James Sosnoski has provided a brief
overview of what AEE is. That can be found via the CCCC95 Online Realtime
web page (http://www.missouri.edu/~cccc95/realtime.html) or by going
directly to http://www.missouri.edu/~cccc95/third_session.html
 
 
-----------------------------
  Meet CCCC Leaders Online
-----------------------------
 
Several of CCCC's leaders--including Lester Faigley, Susan Romano, and
Lillian Bridwell-Bowles-- have agreed to meet with members online Wednesday,
April 12, at 8:00 p.m. EDT. The conversation will primarily focus on
issues facing the organization and conference feedback and suggestions.
More information will follow.
 
 
-----------------------------
   Highlights pages grow
-----------------------------
 
Thanks to the folks who have contributed conference highlights. We have
15 responses posted to the web pages and a few more in the process. They
are good reading! Some are concerned with presentations, some with
(mis)adventures, some just general impressions.
 
Please submit more! This is good stuff to capture. It brings the whole
online picture of the conference into sharper focus, makes the colors
richer.
 
 
-----------------------------
      Session texts
-----------------------------
 
 
We've reached nearly 60 texts (abstracts, papers, hypertexts)
representing the work of more than 100 presenters. A BIG thanks to those
of you who have added to the collection so far. I think it's going to be
a terrific resource for everyone in the field, whether they were at the
conference or not.
 
Please keep in mind that we can add to the collection for the foreseeable
future. If you sent an abstract earlier but wants to replace it or
add to it with a fuller text, please feel free to submit new versions.
 
To anyone who hasn't yet added to the pile: It's not too late!
 
Send texts to cccc95@showme.missouri.edu
 
Thanks!!!
 
--Eric Crump
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 7 Apr 1995 10:07:40 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      ReExistence
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
In-Reply-To:  <199503301816.AA11539@wiley.csusb.edu> from "David E. Schwalm" at
              Mar 30, 95 07:54:44 am
 
David, I haven't gotten any WPA-L messages for a while.  Is the list
quiescent or have I been bumped off again.  --He Who Imagines He Exists
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 7 Apr 1995 11:14:02 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      ReExistence
 
Gee. Ed, there's been a lot of activity on the list. NOT! Actually, everything
has been quiet since 4c's as everyone tries to ctach up on all the work that
piled up while they were gone. I'm still digging out from under my mail.We hav
e added about 25 new members since the conference, however.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 7 Apr 1995 20:43:56 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Gail E. Hawisher" <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: ReExistence
 
We're here, Ed.  It's just the after CCCC quiet time. :)) Gail
 
>David, I haven't gotten any WPA-L messages for a while.  Is the list
>quiescent or have I been bumped off again.  --He Who Imagines He Exists
 
________________
Gail E. Hawisher
Department of English
Center for Writing Studies
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
hawisher@uiuc.edu and 217-333-2989
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Apr 1995 08:43:28 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         KSmith%Eng%IUSB@VINES.IUSB.INDIANA.EDU
Subject:      Textbook companies
 
Does anyone have any advice or cautionary tales to pass along about
negotiating a contract with a textbook publisher?  The book is [yet another]
reading anthology for a first-year writing course...
 
I don't know that this topic is of wide enough interest to discuss in front
of the whole membership of the list, so I welcome replies to this address:
 
ksmith@vines.iusb.indiana.edu
 
However, if people would like posts to come up before all of us, please say
so.
 
I will mention that the Ross Winterowd essay in CCC several years ago
("Composition Textbooks: Publisher-Author Relationships") is a very good
start on the topic: CCC 40.2 (May 1989): 139-151.
 
Thanks.
 
Ken Smith
Director of Writing
Indiana University South Bend
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Apr 1995 09:56:43 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Textbook companies
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
In-Reply-To:  <199504101645.AA05774@wiley.csusb.edu> from
              "KSmith%Eng%IUSB@VINES.IUSB.INDIANA.EDU" at Apr 10, 95 08:43:28 am
 
I'm replying on the list because I do think the question of contracts for
textbooks is of general interest. I've published three, with two more on
the way and never made much more than expenses, so I may not be the best
source of advice.  But here are some random comments:
        Do not believe the promises of great wealth; few texts make much
money, though an occasional one hits it big.
        Correlary to the first: only do the book if you think it is really
worth doing for its own sake.
        ANY book is much more work than it looks to be at the start.
Figure some years and all your "spare" time.
        The editor is crucial.  Be sure that you do not get handed along
from one to another, with nobody really caring about the fate of your book.
        Try to get some commitments about publicizing your book after it
is finally done.  Heartbreak is an unpublicized and forgotten book.
        Look at your shelves groaning with eager and unused textbooks you
mighty and despair.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Apr 1995 15:08:56 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bob Schwegler <RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Textbook companies
In-Reply-To:  Message of Mon, 10 Apr 1995 08:43:28 EST from
              <KSmith%Eng%IUSB@VINES.IUSB.INDIANA.EDU>
 
Ken,
I'd be glad to discuss details of contract negotiation with you, but I think
the subject is also of considerable interest to folks on the list.
 
I've signed quite a few contracts, some better than others, and some more
for books more successful than others.  Based on this experience, I'd like
to say that Ross may know quite a bit about textbook publishing, but his
article doesn't square with my experience and seems to be to a considerable
extent the working out of a disagreement with a particular publisher.  It
probably rings true for a lot of people based on an old-fashioned academic host
ility to      "commercial" publishing or anything that is associated with
money-making enterprises.  I'm sure others might agree with Ross or with some o
f the other things that have been appeared in journals about textbooks. I find
most of it pretty poorly informed and often self-serving.  Most of the people
I am acquainted with who know something about textbook publishing haven't
shared their knowledge in print; if they did, I think we might have a different
perspective on the enterprise.  I've talked to some people with the appropriate
backgrounds about rethingking textbook publishing in a collection of articles
with the title of something like "Textbooks as a Knowledge-Making Activity" and
with a focus on the intellectual economy of this form of publishing.  The
project never got off the ground, however--probably for good reasons.
I think we probably need some serious and critical though reasonably sympa-
thetic studies of this form of effort.
 
By the way, does your assumption about the need for "Cautionary Tales" reflect
a simple and reasonable caution or the assumption that textbook publishers are
so suspect that they cannot and should not be approached without caution?  Am
I misreading your comments?
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Apr 1995 14:23:27 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Deborah Holdstein <gas54r0@UXA.ECN.BGU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Textbook companies
X-cc:         Multiple recipients of list WPA-L
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD@ecom3.ecn.bgu.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <199504101917.AA12292@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu>
 
I agree with Ed, and I'd also suggest the following: never think you can
work on a textbook simply because the advance is good or because you
think you can use "the money."  That kind of motivation didn't get us
into this profession (most of us, anyway) in the first place, and it
won't necessarily motivate now.
 
Try to get the best advance you can.  Lore has it that the more a
publisher is "invested" in the book up front, the more they'll/it'll have
to push to sell to recoup what they've already paid you.
 
Anything else, folks?
 
Deborah H. Holdstein
Governors State University
University Park, Illinois 60466
gas54r0@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Apr 1995 15:25:48 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bob Schwegler <RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Textbook companies
In-Reply-To:  Message of Mon, 10 Apr 1995 08:43:28 EST from
              <KSmith%Eng%IUSB@VINES.IUSB.INDIANA.EDU>
 
Ken,
The message about textbook publishing was from me:
Bob Schwegler
College Writing Program
University of Rhode Island
RSchweg@URIACC.URI.EDU
 
I managed to hit the send key without adding my address.
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Apr 1995 14:58:10 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Converted from PROFS to RFC822 format by PUMP V1.2
From:         Allene Cooper <RENCOOPE@IDBSU.BITNET>
Subject:      portfolio samplings again
 
David is right, Ed.  If others' desk looks like mine, they're not writing
because they can't find their keyboards.  I do have question, however:
Remember a few weeks ago, I asked if anybody uses portfolio sampling to
assess their programs.  A few people responded.  But I just can't figure
out what you do with the information you think you have found in the
samples.  I mean, after you (and your staff!!) get through reading the
samples, what do you write down and who then reads it?  How does
what you learn from reading a few portfolios turn around and inform
your program development?Are there statistics that you turn in to
your administrators?  Is there enough interest in this topic to put
a 4Cs panel together on?
 
Allene Cooper, Writing Program Director
Boise State University
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 385-3426
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Apr 1995 17:43:26 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "JENSETH, RICHARD" <RJEN@MUSIC.STLAWU.EDU>
Subject:      Re[2]: Seeking WPAssistants for Roundtable
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
In-Reply-To:  In reply to your message of FRI 31 MAR 1995 11:44:06 EST
 
Such a workshop sounds like a great idea.  I heard your call at the WPA
breakfast, but didn't make it over to speak with you.  I think something
useful can be said about being WPA in an institution that has has no
first-year composition program, and therefore no particular relationship
to a composition/English department.  As do some numbers of WPA's, I
report directly to the Academic Dean, serve on his staff, and work with
a university writing committee, made up of faculty from around the
campus.  I advise and support a team-taught, interdisciplinary first-
year program--writing intensive freshman seminars--and the inter-
disciplinary courses that extend from that program.  In part, this is
about being WPA in a smaller, private liberal arts school, something
that seems to get less attention than WPA's in larger schools with
 big first-year composition programs.
 
richard Jenseth
St. Lawrence University
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Apr 1995 18:47:34 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         sharon quiroz <squiroz@UMICH.EDU>
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
 
WELL THIS WILL LIVEN THINGS UP!  TIME TO GET READY FOR *NEXT YEAR'S* 4 Cs:
 
PROPOSAL TO PARTICPATE IN THE 1996 RESEARCH NETWORK FORUM
Conference on College Composition and Communication
Proposals DUE May 30, 1995
 
ABOUT YOU
Name:
Institution:
Office Phone:
Home Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Mailing Address
 
ABOUT THE FORUM
The Research Network Forum is an opportunity for published resarchers, new
researchers, and graduate students to discuss their current research
projects and to receive response.
 
Table discussions in the Forum are grouped by thematic clusters.  You will
be talking with other resarchers in your area or closely related fields.
Table discussion eladers are experts in their field.
 
Work-in-progress presenters may be at any stage of work in their project.
The Forum is a setting for informal discussion.
 
ABOUT YOUR PARTICIPATION
Please indicate how you would like to participate:
Lead a table discussion:
Present work in progress.  To present, prepare a five-minute presentation
on your research.  PRepare 3 questions to which you would like response
from your table group.
 
ABOUT YOUR WORK-IN-PROGRESS
Title:
WHERE DOES YOUR TOPIC FIT?
Teaching of writing; Theory and History of Rhetoric and Composition;
Assessment; Writing, Difference, and TSOL; Empirical Research; Rhetorical
and Discourse Analysis, Writing in Institutional Contexts; Computers and
WRiting; Technical and Professional Communication.
 
MAIL, FAX, OR E-MAIL BY MAY 30, 1995 TO
Kim Brian Lovejoy
Dept. of English, Indiana-Purdue University at Indianapolis
425 University Boulevard, INdianapolis, IN 46202
Fax: 317-274-2347
E-Mail: IDRI100@Indycms.bitnet
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Apr 1995 08:30:47 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         KSmith%Eng%IUSB@VINES.IUSB.INDIANA.EDU
Subject:      Re: Textbook companies
 
Bob,
 
For the most part, I asked for "cautionary tales" from a general sense of
caution about signing contracts, and signing contracts of a kind I have never
signed before.  But as my collaborators and I have spoken to various people
about publishing our book, we have heard stories about losing editors in mid-
development, about editors changing their minds about a book's major traits
in mid-development, and about companies publishing more books than they can
seriously and properly support.  We have also heard stories about editors
whose rich qualities of mind have helped textbook authors make the special
character of a book more visible, more useful.  I don't believe we are
profoundly suspicious of publishers and editors, but there is something
private and therefore isolating about negotiating a contract, and so I think
my collaborators and I feel the need for _whatever_ stories or bits of advice
others might be able to share.
 
My collaborators and I may be somewhat sensitive about having to share the
decision-making process about the book with editor and publisher because we
have already produced two editions of the book for use at the campus where we
all used to teach, and we were able to make all the major decisions
ourselves, and we liked that.  I think we are wondering if the book may
somehow slip away from us.  A small example: we've put the readings in
alphabetical order by author's name as a small way of saying to students that
it is their job, their right, their responsibility, to make links between
readings as they compose their papers--we don't want to prepare the
interpretations for them by cutting the book into familiar units on familiar
topics.  Now we might be wrong or right about that, but every editor we've
talked to has asked if we wouldn't mind arranging the book into units on
family and work and so forth, which immediately makes the book start to fade
into a row of others just like it on bookshelves all over North America (or
so I imagine).
 
By the way, those two editions were published by one of the custom offices
that have sprung up at most of the textbook companies, and if anyone would
like to hear or talk about preparing a custom book for one's own program or
campus, I will be glad to share my experience.
 
Ken Smith
ksmith@vines.iusb.indiana.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Apr 1995 09:30:57 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         KSmith%Eng%IUSB@VINES.IUSB.INDIANA.EDU
Subject:      Re: Textbooks
 
I agree with Deborah and Ed--a textbook isn't worth doing for the money (if
there is any, in the end).  My collaborators and I have learned a great deal
in working on the book, putting it through two editions for the campus where
we all used to teach, and especially, having lengthy conversations about what
our course was all about in order then to have conversations about what our
book needed to be in order to support the course.  It was/is a great process
of pedagogical self-definition, and it was well worth it--it was an education
in itself.  And it was very time consuming, and it was hard work, and it was
risky--what if the book wasn't useful in the classroom after all of that
labor?  And now we are getting ready to revise it another time, knowing that
it will enter a crowded market and may be ignored there.  Maybe we're crazy...
 
Ken Smith
ksmith@vines.iusb.indiana.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Apr 1995 09:52:55 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: portfolio samplings again
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
In-Reply-To:  <199504110524.AA03735@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Allene Cooper" at
              Apr 10, 95 02:58:10 pm
 
On Allene's query about what one does with portfolio sampling results.  I
consulted some years back with a fine small college that had a pf project,
collecting pfs from all graduating seniors and reading about one out of
ten, in order to see what kind & quality of writing was asked for in the
college by major.  Results: a vast difference from major to major with at
least one prominenet major showing no writing at all.  Now the question
became, what to do with that info.  It was referred to a Senate committee
which referred it to another committee, which referred it to a
subcommittee, which . . . .  Moral: before collecting information make
sure you can and will use it.   --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Apr 1995 10:03:25 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Textbook companies
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
In-Reply-To:  <199504110339.AA02285@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Bob Schwegler" at
              Apr 10, 95 03:08:56 pm
 
On Bob S's thoughtful comment about textsbooks as scholarship.  Note two
articles: Gerald J. Alred and Erik A. Thelen, "Are Textbooks Contributions
to Scholarship?, CCC 44 (December 1993) and my own "Writer, Writing and
Composition Textbooks" in Notes in the Margins, Fall 1994.  NIM is a neat
little journal put out by editor Marjorie Ford, Program in Writing and
Thinking, Stanford U, Stanford, Ca 94305-2087 and that issue has
centerfold articles by me and Peter Elbow with pictures (heh, heh). --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Apr 1995 14:45:17 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      ReAddress request
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
In-Reply-To:  <199504101645.AA05774@wiley.csusb.edu> from
              "KSmith%Eng%IUSB@VINES.IUSB.INDIANA.EDU" at Apr 10, 95 08:43:28 am
 
If anyone knows the email address of Ron Lundsford, who did the new book
called 12 Readers Reading, I would appreciate having it.  --Ed White
                                        ewhite@wiley.csusb.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Apr 1995 10:21:00 PST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         MarkWiley <MWILEY@BEACH1.CSULB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Textbook companies
X-To:         WPA-L <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>
 
I think I would agree with Bob Schwegler's comments regarding textbooks
and publishers.  From my limited experience, I have found publishers
willing to work with you and willing to put out a product that people
in the field would use.  What business would do otherwise?
 
But you have to convince them of the need and the market for such a text.
One of the porblems in our field(s?) is that there are so many contradictions
between our theories and recommendations for pedagogies and our actual
practices.  Textbook publishers are much better at reading the market than
we are.  Work with them, and I think they will work with you.  If not, why
bother?
 
MArk Wiley
CSULB
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Apr 1995 08:34:59 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Sarkisian, Vicky" <JZDC@MARISTB.MARIST.EDU>
Subject:      publishing poetry/fiction
In-Reply-To:  In reply to your message of TUE 11 APR 1995 14:21:00 EDT
 
Does anyone have any experience publishing material other
than textbooks.  I have my hands on a novel that desperately
wants to be published and access to some lovely poetry
that needs an outlet....
 
Can anyone help me?  If so, my name is Vicky Sarkisian
and my net address is: jzdc@maristb.marist.edu.
You can contact me privately since I am not sure the list
would be interested in this discussion.
 
Thanks.
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Apr 1995 10:31:48 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Sonja Launspach <WCENTER@UNIVSCVM.BITNET>
Subject:      writing center funding
 
we are on a task force investigating funding sources for our writing center
We would like information on how other centers are funded, and the pros and
cons of being inside or outside of the English Dept. Any information on this
will be appreciated.
 
Thanks
Jennie Ariail
 
wcenter@univscvm.csd.scarolina.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Apr 1995 19:38:55 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Leslie Sanders <leslie@YORKU.CA>
Subject:      Re: writing center funding
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
 
at York University in Toronto, all the writing centres are on their own,
or in a unit called writing programmes.  one is now paid for by a student
per course levy (voted in by the students when the funding was cut).
the others are out of faculty budgets.  I don't think any of the centres
feel the need to affiliate with the English Department -- quite the reverse,
as the philosophy across the university (the third largest in Canada) is
writing through the curriculum.
 
Leslie Sanders
leslie@yorku.ca
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Apr 1995 00:44:25 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS HAS NEW LISTSERVE
X-To:         Writing Program Administration
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>,
              Teaching in the Community College <TCC-L@UHCCVM.UHCC.Hawaii.Edu>,
              "WRITING,LANGUAGE,
              RHETORIC" <PURTOPOI%PURCCVM.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>,
              MEGABYTE UNIVERSITY <MBU-L@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu>,
              Free Writing List <FREEWRIT@UALR.edu>,
              AFAM-L@MIZZOU1.MISSOURI.EDU, STLHE-L@UNB.CA
 
        Those of you who are members of AAUP might be interested in its
new listserv.  According to the March/April issue of _Acadame_, it has
just gone on line.
 
        To join, send a message to MAJORDOMO@igc.apc.org (leave the
subject line blank).  In the message, say "Subscribe AAUP-GENERAL" your
first name, your last name. Remember, also, to leave out the punctuation.
 
        Incidentally, the same issue of _Academe_ compares 1994/95 faculty
salaries from several hundred colleges and universities.  If you are
presently involved in collective bargaining, you may want to see how your
institution's salaries stacks up against others.
 
                                                Chet Pryor
                                                Montgomery College (Maryland)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 16 Apr 1995 10:14:03 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Ellen Strenski <estrensk@BENFRANKLIN.HNET.UCI.EDU>
Subject:      WCENTER-L ?
X-cc:         idr2ems@mvs.oac.ucla.edu
 
Does anyone know who the listserv owner of WCENTER is, or the pathway
to get to it? If so, I'd appreciate it very much if you could tell me.
 
--------------
Ellen Strenski                                  phone:  (714) 824-5355
English and Comparative Literature              fax:    (714) 725-2916
200 HOB I, University of California at Irvine   IDR2EMS@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU
Irvine, CA 92717                                estrensk@uci.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 16 Apr 1995 23:49:51 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Richard Long <RLONG@UBVMS.BITNET>
Organization: University at Buffalo
Subject:      Re: WCENTER-L ?
 
To get to wcenter:
 
1) address email to
 
        listproc@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu
 
2) leave subject line blank
 
3) include one-line message
 
        subscribe wcenter ellen strenski
 
4) send message
 
You'll then be subscribed.
 
Richard Long
rlong@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
Daemen College
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 17 Apr 1995 08:07:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Linda Hunter <huntl@STOLAF.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WCENTER-L ?
X-To:         Writing Program Administration
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <199504170248.VAA24812@nic.stolaf.edu>
 
The pathway to WCENTER is listproc@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu
 
Linda Hunter
 
On Sun, 16 Apr 1995, Ellen Strenski wrote:
 
> Does anyone know who the listserv owner of WCENTER is, or the pathway
> to get to it? If so, I'd appreciate it very much if you could tell me.
>
> --------------
> Ellen Strenski                                  phone:  (714) 824-5355
> English and Comparative Literature              fax:    (714) 725-2916
> 200 HOB I, University of California at Irvine   IDR2EMS@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU
> Irvine, CA 92717                                estrensk@uci.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Apr 1995 10:54:48 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         KSmith%Eng%IUSB@VINES.IUSB.INDIANA.EDU
Subject:      Custom texts
 
To folks interested in custom texts,
 
I wrote a longish message about custom texts a few days ago, but it never
seemed to reappear in my mailbox, so I assume that it went astray before
reaching those who were interested.  So I will say some of those things again
in this message, along with saying a word or two about Carolyn's question
about permissions to reprint the writings of others.
 
Permissions have been the main issue in our custom text, since they are a
substantial portion of the final cost of the books.  We have created two
editions of our text, and in both cases we requested permissions for about 50
readings and then published about 40 of them.  Some of the copyright owners
of the ones we didn't use never responded to our request, and others said no
to our request, and a few were simply too expensive and would have increased
the book's price too much. We needed to talk over which readings we really
wanted, and to juggle costs, and it helped to have a few extra readings to
give us room to make those decisions.
 
The permissions themselves were secured by the people who were publishing our
book.  We chose McGraw-Hill's College Custom Series, and we have had a
generally solid working relation with them.  If you want the name and number
of their main editor, let me know.  They have a person who sends out all the
letters and secures the permissions, and they call back publishers and try to
get them to lower the permissions in some cases, and sometimes they are
successful.  All we had to do was provide an accurate and complete
bibliographic reference for all of the readings, and they did the paperwork.
[We also had to provide a clean, sharp xerox copy of all the readings for
them to run under a computer-scanner, for typesetting.]
 
I think most of the custom offices work that way, sending for the permissions
for you, but perhaps some of them give you a kit with form letters which
would allow you to learn how to secure the permissions yourself.  It is said
to be a somewhat tedious process, but not otherwise complex.
 
Another factor: it is important to select the readings early, because it can
take a couple of months to get permissions, and perhaps even longer in some
cases.  Sometimes readings are not owned by the publisher, and someone has to
get in touch with the author, who is out of the country, or some such thing.
Some copyright owners are too busy to respond.
 
Pat had asked how long the whole process takes.  The first year we started
too late, but McGraw-Hill still managed to work us into their printing
schedule.  We gave them the list of readings in May, and they had books in
our bookstore in late August.  That was really pushing it.  We didn't know at
the time, but giving them the materials in February or March would have made
a much calmer summer for us all.  Than means starting to talk to the
different companies in the fall, and then selecting one early in the spring
semester.  It also means preparing the book during the winter, and
proofreading it during the late spring or early summer.
 
The conversations with the different companies who do this kind of work were
interesting and educational, but at times it came down to their sales tactics
and our attempt to understand how they really differed from each other.  The
companies seem to work in 3 or 4 different ways.  Some give you a menu of
readings that they already have permission to reprint, and you simply choose
your readings from their menu, perhaps adding some supporting materials of
your own.  Others can reprint and repackage portions of their already-
existing textbooks, perhaps in combinations that suit your course, and
perhaps with materials of your own as well.  Others secure permissions and
create a new book for you, made up of readings and any materials you have
written--this is what we did.  In this group, there are two types.  One type
prints the book just for your campus, while another type also tries to sell
the book elsewhere through direct mail.  I did not feel that our first
edition was ready to go out to the world in that way, so we chose a company
that printed just for us.
 
The major negotiation is, of course, price.  The book's price will depend on
the overhead of the particular company, the number of students you are going
to force to buy the book, the total of the permissions costs, and the size of
the book.  If you sign a contract for one year rather than two years, you
will be making fewer students buy the book, and it will cost more as a
result.  The company will offer a contract for the wholesale price of the
book, and you can ask your bookstore how much they will mark it up in order
to know what students will have to pay.
 
Used copies will become a factor, and the company will try to persuade you to
put tear-out worksheets in the book in order to rule out used copies, or
perhaps they will even try to persuade you to tell the bookstore not to buy
used copies.  You have to decide about those two things, and they will
influence the wholesale contract price.
 
If your writing program is large, you will have more flexibility in this
business, due to the cost of the permissions.
 
I have found the whole process to be fairly time consuming, but it has been
very helpful in getting a book for a course with specific needs that were not
easily met by existing books.  Furthermore, the committee that prepared the
book did wonderful work in clarifying the course goals in order to clarify
what the book should be, and that was very constructive for the program.
Finally, I learned a great deal myself in that process of clarification.
 
Let me know if you want to know more about some aspect of this experience.
 
Ken Smith
ksmith@vines.iusb.indiana.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Apr 1995 16:42:49 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Ernest Stromberg <els@DARKWING.UOREGON.EDU>
Subject:      Seeking WPAssistants for Roundtable
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
 
To whom it may concern:
 
I am writing in regards to Greg Siering's call for a roundtable or forum
on the training of WPAssistants and Pat Sullivan's follow-up call for
ideas on this topic.  Kathleen O'Brien and I are Co-Assistant Directors
of Composition at the University of Oregon.  Anne Laskaya, the Associate
Director of Composition and one of our supervisors, forwarded these calls
along to us.
 
First of all, Kathleen and I would be very interested in participating in
the roundtable and/or a preconvention workshop.  We have not actually
hashed out the specifics of topics or issues that we would like to see
discussed but thought that a brief description of our positions and
duties might be helpful.  Graduate students in the English Department at
the University of Oregon usually teach one class a quarter as a Graduate
Teaching Fellow (GTF).  As Assistant Directors we obtain two quarters of
teaching relief while continuing to receive the tuition waiver and
stipend we would receive for teaching.  One of our primary
responsibilities is to participate in the program's training program.  Among
other tasks, this participation includes organizing our Fall Composition
Conference for new and returning writing teachers and assisting with the
teacher training courses lead  by the Director and Associate Director of
Composition.  Each term we organize at least one forum or workshop usually
dealing with issues of pedagogy.  We are members of the Composition
Committee, and as such oversee the administration of waiver exams for our
writing courses and act as evaluators of other graduate student writing
teachers.  Each quarter we review the syllabi for all the writing courses and
review a representative student portfolio from each of the previous quarter's
writing courses.  We also act as Co-Chairs of the Textbook Selection Committee
for the Composition Program.  Perhaps our most important duty involves acting
as mediators between other Graduate Students and the Department.  In a
sense, we provide a sounding board for issues or problems that Graduate
Students may be experiencing as teachers in a context that does not require
them to engage the "official" mechanisms of the Department. Weekly we meet
with the Director and Associate Director of Composition to problem solve,
strategize, and coordinate the duties and responsibilities of the Composition
Program.
 
Hopefully this description of our WPAssistant positions will prove
suggestive for roundtable/workshop topics.  Kathleen and I will continue
to discuss these proposals and will forward our ideas as they develop.
Again, we both would be very interested in participating in this forum.
 
Ernest Stromberg
Dept. of English
University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403
els@darkwing.uoregon.edu
Or
Kathleen O'Brien
Kpobrien@darkwing.uoregon.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 20 Apr 1995 15:58:32 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Handling Stress? (fwd)
X-To:         Basic Writing Conference <CBW-L%UMINN1.BITNET@VTBIT.CC.VT.EDU>,
              Writing Program Administration
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>,
              Teaching in the Community College <TCC-L@UHCCVM.UHCC.Hawaii.Edu>,
              "WRITING,LANGUAGE,
              RHETORIC" <PURTOPOI%PURCCVM.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>,
              MEGABYTE UNIVERSITY <MBU-L@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu>,
              Free Writing List <FREEWRIT@UALR.dgsys.com>
 
        This was forwarded to another list, but I thought it was a bit of
fun.  You might agree.
                                                Chet Pryor
                                                Montgomery College (Maryland)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
****************************************************
             WAYS TO HANDLE STRESS
 
1.   Jam 39 tiny marshmallows up your nose and try to sneeze them out.
2.   Use your Mastercard to pay your Visa.
3.   Pop some popcorn without putting the lid on.
4.   When someone says "have a nice day" tell them you have other plans.
5.   Find out what a frog in a blender really looks like.
6.   Forget the Diet Center and send yourself a candygram.
7.   Make a list of things that you've already done.
8.   Dance naked in front of your pets.
9.   Put your toddler's clothes on backwards and send them off to preschool
          as if nothing was wrong.
10. Retaliate for tax woes by filling out your tax forms with Roman numerals.
11. Tattoo "out to lunch" on your forehead.
12. Tape pictures of your boss on watermelons and launch them from high
          places.
13. Leaf through National Geographic and draw underwear on the natives.
14. Go shopping. Buy everything.  Sweat in it.  Return it the next day.
15. Buy a subscription to Sleezoid Weekly and send it to your boss' wife.
16. Pay your electric bill in pennies.
17. Drive to work in reverse.
18. Relax by mentally reflecting on your favorite episode of  the
          "Flintstones" during that important finance meeting.
19. Sit naked on a shelled hard-boiled egg.
20. Refresh yourself. Put your tongue on a cold steel guardrail.
21. Tell your boss to blow it out of his toupe and let him figure it out.
22. Polish your car with ear wax.
23. Read the dictionary upside down and look for secret messages.
24. Start a nasty rumor and see if you recognize it when it comes back to
          you.
25. Bill your doctor for the time spent in his waiting room.
26. Braid the hairs in each nostril.
27. Write a short story using alphabet soup.
28. Lie on your back eating celery....using your navel as a salt dipper.
29. Stare at people through the lines of a fork and pretend they're in jail.
30. Make up a language and ask people for directions
~vW/{KoY(d[WkY----------------------------------
Forwarded from:
(Art Dyck)  dyck@pcisa013.pipe.nova.ca
************************************************************
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 21 Apr 1995 12:14:45 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Karen Schwalm <SCHWALM@GC.MARICOPA.EDU>
Subject:      Computers and Writing Online Conference
X-To:         cwc95-l@utepvm.utep.edu, tcc-l@uhccvm.uhcc.hawaii.edu,
              mbu-l@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu
 
******************
Announcing:  ---->
******************
 
                      Computers and Writing '95 Online!
 
                           April 25 - June 2, 1995
 
                         on CWC95-L@utepvm.utep.edu
 
                       and http://www.utep.edu/~cwc95/
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
                            in conjunction with
                The Eleventh Computers and Writing Conference
                               May 18-21, 1995
                     The University of Texas at El Paso
                               El Paso, Texas
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
   There is no charge for the online conference, and everyone is welcome.
 For additional information, contact Karen Schwalm schwalm@gc.maricopa.edu
 
                  or send mail to listserv@utepvm.utep.edu
                              with the message
 
              subscribe CWC95-L your_first_name your_last_name
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 21 Apr 1995 13:39:43 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Judy Ann Pearce <jpearce@UMD5.UMD.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Custom texts
X-To:         Writing Program Administration
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>
X-cc:         Multiple recipients of list WPA-L
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <199504190418.AAA08099@umd5.umd.edu>
 
I would like to add to Ken's quite useful descriptions of custom texts.
Individual faculty members at my school have been quite pleased with
MCGraw-Hill's custom service, PRIMIS.  Next fall, we will, for the first
time, have a 'shared reading' for approximately 1,000 first semester
composition students.  We selected three pieces for which Mc-Graw Hill
already has copyright.  Because we are uncertain as to exactly how many
copies we'll need for the fall (and because of the Primis buyback
policy), we will not meet the bookstore's deadline for book orders.
However, because the bookstore knows that Primis will reliably produce
the texts within a relatively short time after we place the order, we're
not bound by next week's deadline, and will probably not order until this
summer.
 
from an adminstrative perspective, PRIMIS is appealing.  It allows us to
order only those readings which we want; it saves students' money because
they don't have to buy readings they won't use (a problem with many
excellent readers); and since for us it does not supplant individual
faculty member's text selection but rather complements it, it allows us
to remain flexible while at the same time creating a shared academic and
intellectual experience for  our students.
 
A custom text such as PRIMIS is not the perfect answer for frustrations
with texts, but we've been pleased.  The one thing to keep in mind, at
least in the case of PRIMIS, is that McGraw-Hill will buyback only a
certain percentage of unused copies (which makes sense) so you have to be
fairly accurate about your count.  Also, since the cover for all PRIMIS
texts is the same, students can get confused and buy the wrong PRIMIS.
And, generally unless you make specific arrangements with your bookstore
for buyback between semesters, their policy may be not to.  Overall,
though, I highly recommend investigating this option.
 
Judy Pearce
Co-ordinator of Composition
Montomery College
Rockville, MD
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 22 Apr 1995 21:29:29 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      General Motors Help Line (Humor) (fwd)
X-To:         Basic Writing Conference <CBW-L%UMINN1.BITNET@VTBIT.CC.VT.EDU>,
              Writing Program Administration
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>,
              Teaching in the Community College <TCC-L@UHCCVM.UHCC.Hawaii.Edu>,
              WRITING LANGUAGE RHETORIC
              <PURTOPOI%PURCCVM.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>,
              MEGABYTE UNIVERSITY <MBU-L@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu>,
              Free Writing List <FREEWRIT@UALR.EDU>,
              AMERICAN LITERATURE <AMLIT-L@MIZZOU1.MISSOURI.EDU>
X-cc:         STLHE-L@UNB.CA
 
     No point in a weekend without a little humor.  Try this for size.
 
                                                Chet Pryor
                                                Montgomery College (Maryland)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
 WHAT IF PEOPLE BOUGHT CARS LIKE THEY BUY COMPUTERS?
 
 General Motors doesn't have a help line for people who don't know
 how to drive, because people don't buy cars like they buy computers, but
 imagine if they did....
 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------
 
 HelpLine: "General Motors HelpLine, how can I help you?"
 
 Customer: "I got in my car and closed the door and nothing happened!"
 
 HelpLine: "Did you put the key in the ignition slot and turn it?"
 
 Customer: "What's an ignition?"
 
 HelpLine: "It's a starter motor that draws current from your battery
            and turns over the engine."
 
 Customer: "Ignition?  Motor?  Battery?  Engine?  How come I have to
            know all these technical terms just to use my car?"
 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------
 
 HelpLine: "General Motors HelpLine, how can I help you?"
 
 Customer: "My car ran fine for a week and now it won't go anywhere!"
 
 HelpLine: "Is the gas tank empty?"
 
 Customer: "Huh?  How do I know?"
 
 HelpLine: "There's a little gauge on the front panel with a needle
            and markings from 'E' to 'F'.  Where is the needle
            pointing?"
 
 Customer: "It's pointing to 'E'.  What does that mean?"
 
 HelpLine: "It means you have to visit a gasoline vendor and purchase
            some more gasoline.  You can install it yourself or pay
            the vendor to install it for you."
 
 Customer: "What?  I paid $12,000 for this car!  Now you tell me that
            I have to keep buying more components?  I want a car that
            comes with everything built in!"
 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------
 
 HelpLine: "General Motors HelpLine, how can I help you?"
 
 Customer: "Your cars suck!"
 
 HelpLine: "What's wrong?"
 
 Customer: "It crashed, that's what wrong!"
 
 HelpLine: "What were you doing?"
 
 Customer: "I wanted to run faster, so I pushed the accelerator pedal
            all the way to the floor.  It worked for a while and then
            it crashed and it won't start now!
 
 HelpLine: "It's your responsibility if you misuse the product.  What
            do you expect us to do about it?"
 
 Customer: "I want you to send me one of the latest version that
            doesn't crash any more!"
 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------
 
 HelpLine: "General Motors HelpLine, how can I help you?"
 
 Customer: "Hi, I just bought my first car, and I chose your car
            because it has automatic transmission, cruise control,
            power steering, power brakes, and power door locks."
 
 HelpLine: "Thanks for buying our car.  How can I help you?"
 
 Customer: "How do I work it?"
 
 HelpLine: "Do you know how to drive?"
 
 Customer: "Do I know how to what?"
 
 HelpLine: "Do you know how to drive?"
 
 Customer: "I'm not a technical person.  I just want to go places
            in my car!"
 =============================================================================
Chuck Tetzlaff                                      CTETZLAF@DIAMOND.TUFTS.EDU
 =============================================================================
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 23 Apr 1995 21:32:56 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         KSmith%Eng%IUSB@VINES.IUSB.INDIANA.EDU
Subject:      textbooks
 
My thanks to those who gave advice about textbook publishers and contracts...
 
Ken Smith
ksmith@vines.iusb.indiana.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 25 Apr 1995 08:30:34 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         SMAGOR@AARDVARK.UCS.UOKNOR.EDU
Subject:      RELIEF
 
From:   IN%"xlchc@weber.ucsd.edu" 25-APR-1995 07:14:15.10
To:     IN%"XLCHC@UCSD.EDU"
CC:
Subj:   disaster relief
 
Return-path: <xlchc-request@weber.ucsd.edu>
Received: from weber.ucsd.edu by aardvark.ucs.uoknor.edu (PMDF V4.3-13 #7521)
 id <01HPQX4Z2GK0007717@aardvark.ucs.uoknor.edu>; Tue,
 25 Apr 1995 07:14:07 -0500 (CDT)
Received: (from procmail@localhost) by weber.ucsd.edu (8.7.Alpha.9/8.6.9)
 id EAA05569; Tue, 25 Apr 1995 04:58:17 -0700 (PDT)
Resent-date: Tue, 25 Apr 1995 04:58:17 -0700 (PDT)
Date: Tue, 25 Apr 1995 06:58:56 -0500 (CDT)
Resent-from: xlchc@weber.ucsd.edu
From: SMAGOR@aardvark.ucs.uoknor.edu
Subject: disaster relief
Resent-sender: xlchc-request@weber.ucsd.edu
To: XLCHC@UCSD.EDU
Reply-to: xlchc@weber.ucsd.edu
Resent-message-id: <"k-E3H.0.rM1.KFEdl"@weber>
Message-id: <01HPQW78MGT4007DJL@aardvark.ucs.uoknor.edu>
X-Envelope-to: SMAGOR, TROEDEL
X-VMS-To: IN%"XLCHC@UCSD.EDU"
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT
Old-X-Envelope-to: XLCHC@UCSD.EDU
X-Mailing-List: <xlchc@weber.ucsd.edu> archive/latest/1084
X-Loop: xlchc@weber.ucsd.edu
Precedence: list
 
Hello, I'm posting some addresses for those who wish to contribute
to the relief and rescue effort following the Oklahoma City bombing
last week.  Please distribute this post to other networks.  There
is a serious aftermath that will benefit from anyone's contribution,
in terms of money, blood, and supplies.  This list is from the
April 25 Daily Oklahoman, phone # 405-475-3311. They might fax
you a complete listing if you request one.  The paper does not yet
have an on-line service.
 
American Red Cross
600 NE 6
OKC, OK 73104
attn: Disaster Relief Fund
phone # 1-800-HELP-NOW
 
Salvation Army
Disaster Relief
Box 25516
OKC, OK 73125
1-8---405-3331
(oops, that's 1-800-405-3331)
They need candy, gum, lip balm, belts, suspenders, work boots,
thermal underwear, professional respirators or battery-operated,
air-fed masks, back support braces
 
Care Center, City Church
136 NW 10
OKC, OK
need money to buy food, underwear, socks, t-shirts, diapers, baby food
 
Gov. Frank Keating's Victim and Family Relief Fund
State Capitol Bldg.
OKC, OK 73105
Individual and corporate donations
 
Clear Channel Radio Disaster Relief Fund
Bank of Oklahoma
Box 960051
OKC, OK 73196
Relief for families affected by the bombing
 
Catholic Charities
1501 N. Classen
OKC, OK
405-523-3000
fund to help pay for funerals, medicine, and related expenses
 
Crime Victims Compensation Board
District Attorneys Council
2200 N. Classen, Suite 1800
OKC, OK
money for medical and counseling services, and funerals
 
The Daily Oklahoman lists about a dozen more similar types of
funds that have been established.  Thanks for all support
and contributions.
 
Peter Smagorinsky
U. of Oklahoma
smagor@aardvark.ucs.uoknor.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Apr 1995 11:14:24 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Fred Kemp <YKFOK@TTACS.TTU.EDU>
Subject:      Help in setting up WPA course
 
Members of WPA-L:
 
(Pardon if you receive this request more than once.)
 
We at Texas Tech are about to take an important step in
providing our graduate students practical help in preparing
for their careers.  As we all know, many of them will be
directing writing programs or writing centers and performing
many of the administrative tasks that make our lives so
fulfilling.  BUT, as we also know, most of these folks know
nothing about the realities they will face in those jobs.
 
So, we are developing a graduate course in writing program
administration.  We want this course to be based on
real-world problems, not on abstract definitions and
categories, so I am asking my WPA colleagues to lend us a
hand in this effort.
 
Could you help us get started by sending personal mail to
Linda Myers and me (at dyljm@ttacs.ttu.edu) giving us an
informal list of three or four of the most troublesome
problems you face as a writing program or writing center
administrator.
 
This should get us started.  We will, of course, keep those
who send us mail apprised of what we learn in this endeavor.
 
Thanks for your help.
 
Fred Kemp
Linda Myers
Composition Program
Texas Tech University
http://prairie_island.ttu.edu/
ykfok@ttacs.ttu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Apr 1995 15:37:58 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@WSUNIX.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Help in setting up WPA course
X-To:         Writing Program Administration
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <199504262058.NAA01136@cheetah.it.wsu.edu>
 
I am teaching such a course at present--when things calm down here (it's
the last week of classes next week) I'll send a longer message detailing
the issues we've discussed.  Sue McLeod, Washington State University
 
On Wed, 26 Apr 1995, Fred Kemp wrote:
 
> Members of WPA-L:
>
> (Pardon if you receive this request more than once.)
>
> We at Texas Tech are about to take an important step in
> providing our graduate students practical help in preparing
> for their careers.  As we all know, many of them will be
> directing writing programs or writing centers and performing
> many of the administrative tasks that make our lives so
> fulfilling.  BUT, as we also know, most of these folks know
> nothing about the realities they will face in those jobs.
>
> So, we are developing a graduate course in writing program
> administration.  We want this course to be based on
> real-world problems, not on abstract definitions and
> categories, so I am asking my WPA colleagues to lend us a
> hand in this effort.
>
> Could you help us get started by sending personal mail to
> Linda Myers and me (at dyljm@ttacs.ttu.edu) giving us an
> informal list of three or four of the most troublesome
> problems you face as a writing program or writing center
> administrator.
>
> This should get us started.  We will, of course, keep those
> who send us mail apprised of what we learn in this endeavor.
>
> Thanks for your help.
>
> Fred Kemp
> Linda Myers
> Composition Program
> Texas Tech University
> http://prairie_island.ttu.edu/
> ykfok@ttacs.ttu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Apr 1995 20:04:05 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Gail E. Hawisher" <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      C & W Workshop
X-To:         wac-l@uiucvmd.bitnet, Purtopoi@purccvm.bitnet,
              acw-l@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu
 
Cindy Selfe, here, with a reminder for those of you who will be attending
the Eleventh C&W in El Paso.  At that conference, Gail Hawisher and I will
be facilitating a new kind of workshop for the computers and composition
community.  This session is designed to help participants giving papers at
C&W prepare their
work for eventual publication in academic journals.  It is based on a
format that has proved popular in the CCCC for a number of years, pioneered
by Richard Larson when he was editing College Composition and
Communication.
 
The workshop will offer systematic feedback from colleagues and editors on
individual participant's manuscripts.  Participants who sign up for the
workshop must agree to send electronic copies of their papers to the
workshop leaders by 4 MAY 1995 via e-mail and must promise to comment
extensively on the papers of three other participants.  Given the intensive
nature of the feedback system, the workshop will be limited to the first 15
participants to sign up.
 
We have some talented and experienced editors standing by to help provide
helpful commentary on papers:
 
        Bill Condon
        Carolyn Handa
        Lisa Gerrard
        Michael Joyce
        Elizabeth Sommers
        Johndan Johnson Eilola
        Michael Palmquist
        Dawn Rodrigues
        Ilana Snyder
        Bernie Susser
        Pat Sullivan
 
Each participant will get written commentary from at least two editors.
 
It's not always easy to get scholarship or research on computers and
writing published in the major journals of our field.  This workshop will
help authors work toward publication by providing them systematic feedback
from a knowledgeable group of colleagues and editors who have experience
publishing in academic journals and who have a broad knowledge of both
composition studies and technology use.  The workshop is designed to help a
range of participant/authors from those individuals who have not yet
established extensive publishing records and are seeking initial feedback
on a writing project, to those who have published many times before but are
seeking an intensive feedback experience on a particular writing project.
 
Please do join us.  If you want to participate, WE MUST HAVE YOUR PAPER BY
4 MAY 1995.  Submit all papers to Cindy Selfe (CYSELFE@MTU.EDU) via e-mail.
 
Thanks!
 
Cindy
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Apr 1995 09:24:07 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         BHOWARD <BHOWARD@CENTER.COLGATE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Help in setting up WPA course
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
 
Fred & Linda, you'll probably want to talk to Louise Phelps, who is this
semester for the first time teaching a similar course at Syracuse.  One of
the things she's done is take her students to on-site visits at other
campuses' writing programs.
 
Her E-mail is lwphelps@mailbox.syr.
 
Cheers,
 
Becky Howard
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Apr 1995 10:23:03 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Charles I Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Help in setting up WPA course
X-To:         Writing Program Administration
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>
X-cc:         Multiple recipients of list WPA-L
              <WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <199504270455.XAA32753@batch1.csd.uwm.edu>
 
I offered such a course last year, at the request of our ph.d. students.
I'll also try to send a syllabus, although my course packet may be a bit
elliptical in its lack of complete bibliographic material.  Let me just
say that a number of guest speakers attended this course including the
English dept. chair, the dean, a major textbook publisher (Nancy Perry),
etc.  I tried very hard to get a state legislator to attend, but she
steadfastly ignored my requests.  Bad sign, eh?
 
One other note:  several of us in wpa are putting together a proposal for
a full-day workshop at the milwaukee cccc specifically intended for grad
students heading into administrative jobs.  There is also, of course, the
much more extended 4-day workshop that the wpa puts together each summer
preceding the summer conference.  Any and all suggestions about the
latter are welcome.  We think it has been working well, but we know that
not all wpas can afford to take it.
 
 
 
Charles I. Schuster
Department of English
U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI  53201
414-229-5293
 
"Question and answer are not logical relations . . . If an answer does
not give rise to a new question from itself, it falls out of the dialogue"
                                                M. M. Bakhtin
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Apr 1995 13:15:26 +0100
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         debaron@UIUC.EDU
Subject:      Re: Help in setting up WPA course
 
I think the CCCC workshop for WPAs is a great idea.  Let me know if I can help.
 
 I seem never to be able to get away for WPA in the summer.
 
>I offered such a course last year, at the request of our ph.d. students.
>I'll also try to send a syllabus, although my course packet may be a bit
>elliptical in its lack of complete bibliographic material.  Let me just
>say that a number of guest speakers attended this course including the
>English dept. chair, the dean, a major textbook publisher (Nancy Perry),
>etc.  I tried very hard to get a state legislator to attend, but she
>steadfastly ignored my requests.  Bad sign, eh?
>
>One other note:  several of us in wpa are putting together a proposal for
>a full-day workshop at the milwaukee cccc specifically intended for grad
>students heading into administrative jobs.  There is also, of course, the
>much more extended 4-day workshop that the wpa puts together each summer
>preceding the summer conference.  Any and all suggestions about the
>latter are welcome.  We think it has been working well, but we know that
>not all wpas can afford to take it.
>
>
>
>Charles I. Schuster
>Department of English
>U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
>Milwaukee, WI  53201
>414-229-5293
>
>"Question and answer are not logical relations . . . If an answer does
>not give rise to a new question from itself, it falls out of the dialogue"
>                                                M. M. Bakhtin
 
Dennis Baron                                           debaron@uiuc.edu
 
Department of English                         office: 217-333-2392
University of Illinois                                fax: 217-333-4321
608 South Wright Street                       home: 217-384-1683
Urbana, Illinois 61801
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Apr 1995 20:22:15 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Fred Kemp <YKFOK@TTACS.TTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Help in setting up WPA course
X-To:         WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@uga.cc.uga.edu
 
Thanks, Becky.  Appreciate the help.  We'll definitely
contact louise.
 
fred
ykfok@ttacs.ttu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 27 Apr 1995 21:22:08 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Karin Evans <kevans@MACE.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Help in setting up WPA course
In-Reply-To:  <9504270112.AA10265@mace.cc.purdue.edu>; from "Susan McLeod" at
              Apr 26, 95 3:37 pm
 
There's an essay in _Writing Ourselves into the Story: Unheard Voices
from Composition Studies_, eds. Fontaine and Hunter, on developing
a course like this.  The essay is by Michael Pemberton, and he
includes a model syllabus.
 
Karin Evans
kevans@mace.cc.purdue.edu
